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STUDY GROUPS
Thank you for your interest in bringing the principles of the Science of Mind and Spirit to the world by starting a licensed Study Group with the Centers for Spiritual Living (CSL).  This information sheet should answer most of your questions and provide you guidance on how to become a part of the CSL community.

How does CSL currently bring the Science of Mind and Spirit teachings to the world?

CSL does this through a number of ways including the internet, books, magazines and local groups.  Our locally licensed groups consist of both affiliated member communities (Centers/Centres, Teaching Chapters, Focus Ministries) and our licensed Study Groups.  As a licensed group or community within CSL, you gain the advantage of the support of the international organization and are acknowledged in our listings of available groups via the internet and our published directory.  This assists people in finding you.
What are the requirements to become a Study Group with CSL?

The applicant or Study Group leader must have a basic knowledge of Science of Mind—including having taken at a minimum our certificated introductory “Foundations” class.
The Study Group must be at least 10 miles away from one of our affiliated member communities.

The Study Group must have a Sponsoring Minister who is in good standing with CSL.

The applicant must complete and submit an application (included with this letter).

The applicant must submit an application and licensing fee of $250.00.
What happens after the application and fee is submitted?

CSL will review the application to ensure it is complete.  If any additional information is needed, the applicant will be contacted.  After review by our Affiliation Review Committee, you and your Sponsoring Minister will be notified via email.  In addition, your geographical area’s Regional Support Coordinator will be advised of your approval.  At that point, your Study Group will be added to our directory (print and internet) and the group leader will be added to our email distribution list for obtaining ongoing support.  
What is a Study Group authorized to do?

Study Groups make it possible to experience support and fellowship with others through the following approved activities:

(1) Reading Science of Mind books and articles;

(2) Listening to recordings of Sunday messages or lectures on Science of Mind topics via YouTube, 
     CD, or DVD.
(3) Sponsoring workshops, non-certificated classes and lectures related to Science of Mind;

(4) Reviewing related material on the Internet; and
(5) Having discussions about the application of Truth Principles in the lives of participants.

If there is any question about the appropriateness of an activity as a Study Group, that group’s director shall contact the Sponsoring Minister or the Licensing and Credentialing Department for guidance.
What things can a Study Group not do?

Study Groups in the United States and Canada may not hold church-type services of any kind on any day of the week. Study Groups in the United States and Canada may not teach certificated classes. However, a Study Group may serve as a location for a certificated class being taught on an outreach basis by a Member Community if such class otherwise meets all requirements of the Educational policies and procedures.  Study Groups may not issue employment agreements/letters of call to Ministers or Licensed Spiritual Practitioners. Although such licensed individuals may serve their communities.
What if we do not have a sponsoring minister?

Please contact the Licensing and Credentialing Department for assistance in obtaining one who is willing to work with you.
What if our Study Group leader has not completed an introductory Science of Mind class?

It is important that our licensed Study Group leaders have a basic knowledge of the principles of Science of Mind.  There are a number of ways in which they can complete one of our Foundation classes, including at a nearby center or via an online class.  Please contact the Licensing and Credentialing Department for assistance in registering for one of these classes.

What ongoing support will I receive from CSL?

In addition to being listed on the internet and print directory, you will receive ongoing email communications from CSL on materials that are available for you to use in your group such as study guides for many of the books of Ernest Holmes.  The Study Group leader will be added to our email distribution list which will allow you to communicate with other Study Group leaders.  In addition, we are continuously looking for ways to support you and this area of support will continue to grow as CSL grows!
May we use the name “Center for Spiritual Living” in our Study Group name?

No.  This term is a registered trademark of our organization and has restrictions on its use.  Although our affiliated member communities may use the name (subject to meeting certain requirements), Study Groups current are not authorized to use this as a part of their name.  However, after approval, you may use the phrase “a licensed Study Group of the Centers for Spiritual Living” on your advertisements and materials.
What is expected of a Study Group to show that it is active and maintain its status?

You should be in contact with your Sponsoring Minister on a routine basis.  In addition, twice a year you and your Regional Support Coordinator should make contact with one another.  The RSC is responsible for coordinating support to all of our communities in a geographical area.  At times, the Licensing and Credentialing Department will communicate with you via telephone or email as well.  In all these communications, you should keep everyone informed as to the services and activities you are performing and any needs you may have.  
In addition, there is an annual renewal agreement form that you are required to submit along with your annual re-licensing fee (which is currently $125.00).

Any changes in your contact information or meeting location should be reported to the Licensing and Credentialing Department immediately.  

What is the role of the sponsoring minister?

This is the primary person who is available to assist you with any questions about the organization, about the teachings or any other aspect of your maintaining a viable and successful Study Group.  Although you may certainly communicate directly with the Licensing and Credentialing Department or the Regional Support Coordinator, your Sponsoring Minister is expected to be the individual who will work with you and support you on a routine basis.
Can a Practitioner hold their license at a Study Group?
No.  Practitioners can certainly serve the needs of Study Groups, but their license must be held through a licensed minister at an affiliated member community.
What is the difference between an “affiliated member community” (Centers/Centres, Teaching 

Chapters, Focus Ministries) and Study Groups?
Although there are a number of differences, here are a few important ones to keep in mind.  Centers/Centres, Teaching Chapters, and Focus Ministries all must be led by an individual who is licensed with us as a minister.  Teaching Chapters may also be led by a licensed Practitioner.  Centers/Centres, Teaching Chapters, and Focus Ministries are affiliated member communities who are required to have a core council or board of trustees, bylaws and meet other more stringent legal requirements.  As such, this allows them to be covered under the CSL’s 501(c)3 status so they may accept tax deductible contributions.  They are also voting members at our annual business conventions and can teach our certificated classes.

Study Groups can be led by any individual who has taken at least the basic introductory Science of Mind class.  They do not have to be a state licensed entity or meet the requirements of having a board, bylaws, etc.  Hence, a Study Group is a much easier way to start a local CSL group.
If you have any questions about this application or the process, please contact Rev. Julie Lobato at jlobato@csl.org in the Licensing and Credentialing Department.
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